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REMARKS 

Initially, applicant would like to than Examiner Joseph 
for granting an interview and for his time spent during the 
interview . 

Claims 1 and 3-11 were previously pending in the 
application. New claim 12 is added. Therefore, claims 1 and 3- 
12 are presented for consideration. 

Claims 1, 3 and 10 were rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as 
anticipated by KIM 5,838,386. That rejection is respectfully 
traversed. 

Claim 1 has been amended as discussed during the 
interview to recite pressing a bi-axial button to directly change 
a function. Support for the amendment can be found at least on 
page 6, lines 6-19. 

As agreed during the interview, KIM does not disclose 
pressing the bi-axial button in a first axis to directly change a 
function in a scrolling menu displayed on said graphic screen. 

By contrast, KIM discloses a device (Figure 6, column 
6, lines 18-30) in which the up/down/left/right arrows are merely 
used to position the pointer 65 on the screen. That is, the 
arrows move the pointer 65 over a function (e.g., channel, 
volume) so that the function may then be selected with the center 
button (the square between the arrows) . Thus, the process of 
selecting a function in KIM is a two-step process. Nowhere does 
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KIM refer to pressing a bi-axial button in a first axis to 
directly change a function. 

Accordingly, the claims avoid the rejection under §102. 

In addition, the dependent claims may be further 
distinguished from KIM. For example, claim 3 further provides 
that the scrolling menu is in the form of a cylinder or drum with 
horizontal axis when viewed laterally and having a visible 
surface divided into a plurality of facets, each of said facets 
indicating a respective function including the selected function. 

The Official Action refers to Figure 6 of KIM. 
However, neither this Figure, nor any other Figure or passage of 
KIM discloses a scrolling menu in a continuous loop that is 
displayed on the screen in the form of a drum or cylinder with 
the selected function being displayed in the center of the 
scrolling menu. 

Rather, Figure 6 shows four channels ChO, Chi, Ch2 and 
Ch3 . Channels 1-3 are on the right side of the display with ChO 
in the center of the display. If Channels 1-3 were seen as a 
scrolling menu, channel 0 is not displayed in the center thereof. 
Thus, KIM does not disclose each of the features of claim 3. 
Accordingly, claim 3 further avoids the rejection under §102. 
See page 5, lines 12-17 in support of claim 3. 

Claims 4-9 were rejected under 35 USC 103 (a) as being 
unpatentable over KIM in view of HIRAKA et al . , 6,400,377. That 
rejection is respectfully traversed. 
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HIRAKA is only cited with respect to features of the 
dependent claims. As discussed during the interview, HIRAKA does 
not overcome the shortcomings of KIM set forth above with respect 
to claim 1. Rather, HIRAKA also reguires a two-step process of 
selecting using SP1 and activating using SCI. Since claims 4-9 
depend from claim 1 and further define the invention, claims 4-9 
are believed patentable over the proposed combination of 
references . 

In addition, claim 8 is amended to further define over 
the proposed combination of references. Support for claim 8 can 
be found at least on page 5, line 36 to page 6, line 5 and Figure 
2. 

New claim 12 is added. Claim 12 is directed to the 
embodiment of Figure 1 and also finds support on page 6, line 35 
to page 7, line 15. 

In view of the present amendment and the foregoing 
remarks, it is believed that the present application has been 
placed in condition for allowance. Reconsideration and allowance 
are respectfully reguested. 
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, 
concurrent, and future replies, to charge payment or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 25-0120 for any additional 
fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17. 

Respectfully submitted, 

YOUNG & THOMPSON 



/Liam McDowell/ 

Liam McDowell, Reg. No. 44,231 
209 Madison Street, Suite 500 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
Telephone (703) 521-2297 
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